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when they reach the surface, produce the sensations
known to us as those of an earthquake.

The region within which the displacement occurs
is jometimes called the hypocentre, but more frequently
the seismic focus\ or simply the focus. The portion
of the earth's surface which is vertically above the
seismic focus is called the epicentre. The focus and
epicentre are often spoken of for convenience as if
they were points, and they may then be regarded
as the centres of the region and area In which the
intensity was greatest. This is not quite accurate,
but to attempt a more exact definition would at
present be out of place.

An isoseismal line is a curve which passes through
all points at which the intensity of the shock was the
same. It is but rarely that the absolute intensity at
any point of an isoseismal line can be ascertained,
and only one example is given In this volume. As
a rule, the intensity of a shock is determined by
reference to the degrees of different arbitrary scales.
These will be quoted when required.

In every strong earthquake there is a central
district which differs in a marked manner from that
outside in the far greater strength and complexity of
the phenomena. As this district includes the epi-
centre, it is sometimes referred to as the epicentral
area, but the term mcizoseismal area is more appro-
priate, and will be employed accordingly.

The district over which an earthquake is perceptible
to human beings without instrumental aid is its
disturbed area. In like manner, that over which the
earthquake-sound is heard is the sound-area.

A great earthquake never occurs alone. It is
merely the most prominent member of a group of